
TONGUES AND HEALING 
 
Gifts of Healing 
 
 God has given doctors and scientist wisdom and insight into how He designed the human 
body.  From that insight over the years doctors have been able to perform procedures today that 
seem common place, when in decades past they would be highly considered to be a miracle.  
There are times when God intervenes and brings about healing or restoration that is completely 
due to His will.  I have prayed for many, many people to be restored and healed by God's hand.  
I have seen some.  I have seen some that never were.   
 
 God alone makes the choice as to who is healed.  He is sovereign.  I also do not think that 
any man or woman can impose their own will or desire upon a Holy God and cause Him to move 
His hand against His wishes.  Doctors heal with wisdom discovered through practice.  God heals 
through medicine and sometimes through His own plan (apart from any medical practice).  The 
book of Acts was originally written in the Greek language.  The most common word for healing 
in Acts is the Greek root word therapy.  This means slow and gradual restoration.  But, I also 
read about dead people coming back to life.  That's not therapy.  That's miraculous. 
 
Speaking in Tongues 
 
 This has been defined a couple of different ways.  Some believe that it only means "other 
earthly or human languages."  Others interpret this to mean a "heavenly language" which is only 
understood by God.  I do know this - in the book of Acts the word translated as tongues is the 
Greek word which else where in the NT is translated languages.  See Acts 2:4,7.  The word for 
tongue in verse 4 is the same Greek word translated language in verse 7.  That is the most 
common (not exclusive) translation of the word.  I also know that when the gift of tongues was 
expressed in Acts that people from other countries are said to have understood the disciples.  I 
have also heard missionaries testify that when they were in other parts of the world with other 
tribes that they were able to communicate with them on occasions without ever having studied 
the language.  I also, have many friends testify that during their prayer time they were speaking 
a tongue that they did not understand.  I cannot explain either situation.   
 
 Paul did make it clear that if someone speaks in tongues or languages within the gathering 
of the church that there must be someone there other than the speaker to explain what the 
utterance means.  See 1 Corinthians 14:26-28.  If not then the utterance cannot edify the body 
of believers and the one that spoke is to be removed.  If someone prays alone and doesn't know 
what they are saying....I don't know what good that does.  I also do not know what harm that 
does.  That I would leave between them and God.  
 
 How does this affect Fellowship Church?  If someone is sick then we will pray for God to 
heal them.  Whether He uses medicine or His own power, we will rejoice and be glad.  If 
someone claims that God miraculously was healed of God then I wouldn't deny it.  Why should 
I?  God is being given the glory isn't He?  If He doesn't want it then He can defend Himself.  I 
chose not to stop Him getting glory.  If someone tells me that they pray in a heavenly tongue 
when they are alone with God, good for them and God.  If someone speaks in an unknown 
language during a church event, then I will require someone else to interpret what was said so 



that the whole body may be edified.  If there is not an interpreter then I will ask the one that 
spoke to please leave.  I have to do that because God through Paul tells me to.  I don't 
understand it.  I just have to obey.  If someone interprets then we will take what is interpreted 
and see if it agrees in principle and precept with the teachings, principles and precepts found in 
the Bible.  We would then act appropriately.   
 
 It is a shame that there are issues that divide the body.  Especially issues that are called 
"gifts".  Both tongues and healing were experienced by the early followers with unifying results.  
Now they seem to divide.  If I were a father of children that were fighting over a gift I would take 
it away until they learned how to share it.  I wonder if our Father ever feels that way? 
 
 


